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AND ALL THE USUAL FEATURES 


Editorial 


THE question of display in libraries becomes more important with the days. It is there- 
fore a peculiar pleasure to us to publish a fine article by Mr. Savage on this. From his earliest 
days the ex-President has been deeply and practically interested in book-display. We believe 
that nearly forty years ago he and Mr. Jast worked out many experiments in it which are 
occasionally revived by those who have quite forgotten their origin. He was, we think, 
the first librarian here to take an ordinary shop as a branch library and dress its window as 
if it were a bookshop. Before him few English libraries used colour to any extent, or were 
aware of the aesthetic value of plants, flowers, curtains and well-shaped furniture. 


* * * * *~ * 


From Edinburgh we have a nicely-illustrated brochure on the Central Public Library. 
Those who knew the Library twenty years ago will see here the same exterior, but the interior 
has been remodelled beyond recognition, and it can be taken as a Standard example of the 
use which enthusiasm and imagination can make of a relatively old building. It would indeed 
be interesting if Mr. Savage could be persuaded to recount the processes by which he has 
effected his transformation. Meanwhile it is a matter of satisfaétion to most of us that he 
has of late taken up a vigorous pen to set out his views on many aspects of library work 
and opinion. 


* * * * * * 


This leads us to a pertinent and we venture to think important comment. Some severe 
objections have been raised to various letters and criticisms, including those of Mr. Savage, 
which have appeared in THE Liprary Worxip. Our position should be understood ; this 
journal stands for sanity and progress in library affairs on the whole ; but it is a thought- 
exchange, freely at the disposal of all who have anything to say, whether in advocacy or 
challenge of any library method, practice or theory. The only stipulation we make is that 
things and ideas shall be dealt with, not persons. While we endeavour to avoid writings 
which impute motives, a too common form of literary endeavour, we welcome every opinion. 
A journal such as this, without official trammels, or allegiances except to the spirit of our 
profession, is a quite necessary safety valve to-day. 


* * * * 


This month sees the relinquishing of the Presidency of the Library Association by the 
Archbishop of York and the succession of Mr. Berwick Sayers, although the ceremonial 
handing-over of the badge will not take place, we understand, until the middle of January. 
Dr. Temple has not been present at meetings of the Association other than those of the 
Conference, and we did not expect him to be, nor did he accept office with any such intention. 
The care he gave to us at Scarborough, his fine address and his masterly chairmanship, will 
be life-memories for most of us. His name on our roll honours it. But it must not be thought 
that his activity ended there ; he has signed all diplomas and certificates earned during his 
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year, has written greetings to all new libraries, and done other things, the value of which 
may be estimated when the overwhelmingly busy work of an archbishopric is thought upon. 


We are grateful. 


* * * * 


We wrote what we thought appropriate last month about the circular letter issued by 
“the group of members of the L.A. Council” who advocated exclusive voting for certain 
members. We have, very reluctantly, to admit that this method has had a certain success. 
It resulted in the displacement of Mr. Duncan Gray, one of the most judicious and pro- 
gressive of librarians, and in the temporary displacement of Miss A. S. Cooke, as well as in 
the rejection of the direétor of the School of Librarianship and the Chief Librarian of Liverpool. 
As the circular comes from a group of members of the Council no blame for it can attach 
to the new members elected as a possible result of it, and, as we noted last month, they are 
worthy men who will give energy and constructive effort to the Association, so directed, 
we hope, that the harmony which appears to be lacking may be attained: On the other 
hand, in spite of certain differences of opinion, we are assured that there is not real disharmony. 


We shall see. 


. * * * * * 


Interesting recent developments are the growth of the School Libraries Section of the 
L.A., and the sudden appearance of a Children’s Librarians’ Association. We believe that 
over two hundred teacher-librarians have joined the new section, and distri&t meetings are 
being held in all parts of the country. The results should be good, because if school libraries 
are well conducted and scholars well instructed in the use of libraries, the professional librarian 
of the future may encounter a race of readers likely to use and appreciate his services. The 
Children’s Librarians have already endeavoured to organize and even issued a short account 
of library effort in various towns ; but this seems to have been quiescent for a year or so ; 
and the meeting at Chaucer House last month when thirty-five children’s librarians met and 
organized was a very practical step. The honorary secretary of the new society, which we 
presume will become a section of the L.A. in due course, is Miss Eileen Colwell, of the Hendon 


Public Libraries. 


* * * * * * 


Mr. William Benson Thorne has withdrawn from the Library Association Council by 
the simple process of not standing for election this year. We understand that Mr. Thorne 
makes the main ground for his retirement his desire to give place to younger men. This is 
a sentiment that will be appreciated, but even more will his colleagues appreciate the loss to 
the Council of this most experienced and devoted of librarians. For thirty-five years Mr. 
Thorne has been one of the main mentors and vitalising people in library work. His calm 
judgment, his tireless energy, his genius for friendship have made it possible for him in 
turn to serve the Association of Assistant Librarians and the Library Association as few 
other men have done. There is no man in England who would deserve better to be President 
of the Library Association. We hope this may yet come. Mr. Thorne is still somewhat 
on the sunny side of sixty, and we hope that we shall still have his counsel and companionship. 


* * * * * * 


The appointment of Mr. Lionel Roy McColvin as Chief Librarian of the City of West- 
minster has given satisfaction to all his colleagues, and even those who sought this coveted 
post congratulate him ungrudgingly. Still only about 40, the distinguished honorary secretary 
of the L.A. has served in five libraries ; and has already been chief librarian of Ipswich and 
Hampstead, after training at Croydon, where he became reference librarian at a very early 
age, and service as deputy librarian at Wigan. He is one of the soundest, most thoughtful 
writers in the profession and his article in the Winter number of the excellent Library Reriew 
on “ Libraries and the Individual ” is a good example of his quality. 
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Books to Lend: a Talk on Book Display 
in Popular Libraries 
By Ernest A. Savace (Edinburgh Public Libraries). 


I 


Nor long ago when visiting a library my eye was caught by a well-designed showcase, ablaze 
with light which poured down on gaily-jacketed books artily-grouped against a dark, rich 
ground. The library titivator was worthy of a job in any Bond Street shop which stoops to 
conquer. An assistant’s glum lack of response to my congratulations damped me. ‘“ Too 
much bother to fill it” muttered I, my mind uncharitably jumping to censure. But as I 
walked round the library I watched the case and observed that readers were not taking the 
flies cast before them. I asked why. The assistant replied: ‘‘ They all know the books are 
dummies, I expect.” 

“ Dummies ?” I said; “‘ what do you mean?” 

““ We wrap the jackets of new additions round old books,” she replied. 

“ But you have copies of the additions, haven’t you ?” I asked. 

“ Oh, yes. Out; not in.” Assistants, you observe, are terse. 

A new method of display, and a low trick to play on readers. Shunned as if it were a 
creditor, the case was in faét a debtor to them. I was pained. ‘“ Readers will put up with 
anything,” as I was told by a librarian, now no doubt playing a celestial harp with the same 
happy thought that “ anyhow does.” So it seems. On my way to the station I passed a 
shop glowing with light and colour from piles of fruit and sprays of flowers. “ Why,” I 
said to myself, ‘‘ this display wheeze is as if an apple merchant were daft enough to show grapes 
and oranges of painted wax without having edible ones to sell.” 


Il 


My thoughts turned to earlier experiences in book display, and what came of them. 
The show of dummies is a revival of that cheating tin and wood gimcrackery, the indicator: 
a machine that we ought, by this time, to have re-invented in our circular route in library 
technique. The only spot of colour in primitive jug and bottle libraries, its red glow pro- 
claimed that all the books readers hankered for were “ out.” And while this contraption 
was not our only-begotten dodge, then and thereafter, for giving readers the blues, it was 
unique in arousing a desire for them: “ blues were in.” 

We tried hard to get readers the books they sought. (You must have lived through those 
days to Rnow how poor a library may be. We lacked buildings, equipment, staff ; we bellowed 
for books. Progress since has been perceptible, for now we are short only of books). One 
“method ” was to sprawl novels along the counter, which, on a busy night, looked like a 
penny book-Stall in Saturday’s market, though the stall was cleaner and bore a richer treasure. 
I knew it only long after, but at Edinburgh (in 1890) the “ sprawl ” had been exalted to regular 
counter cases in which the backs of books were seen dimly behind glass. These cases, marking 
the divisions between the indicators, were not beautiful, but desultory readers, especially of 
novels, preferred to glare at them rather than at the white numbers on patriotic red and blue. 

Apart from the open shelf method, which at its best is a way of exhibiting the whole 
library, my next lesson was learned in 1904. It was funny. Mr. Jast, who gave birth to 
enough ideas, good and bad, to keep all library assistants in the country thinking and working 
overtime, one fine day resolved to exhibit new books for a week before issuing them ; 
wherein he proved himself the peer of the gods in devising tortures for Tantalus. Books 
were added nearly every day. From Monday’s books he dangled a tail of red wool to mark 
them as prizes in the races on the following Monday ; a yellow woolly tail wagged on a Tues- 
day’s prize, and so to rainbow’s end. I had to find the rainbow: to buy the wools. Young 
enough to be sensitive about wool-gathering, I persuaded the caretaker’s wife that she was 
an authority on it. She served me better than I served her, for I didn’t tell Mr. Jast why my 
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colour scheme was better than he expeéted. (We rioted in colour in those days of our youth. 
The tags on our books—an emergency squad stood by to lick them—were segments and 
se&tors of Stage colour. We must have been almost the first librarians to introduce opéra 
bouffe into public libraries in this sober country, but we have been flattered by a long and 
distinguished line of successors). In a week the “ wool-shop” was bankrupt. Lawless 
members read the gay explanatory notice, watched the staff out of sight, and tweaked off 
the woolly tails from coveted books which they blandly got charged by an unwitting assistant 
in the Staff pen. Ere sundown all the woolly books had gone west and we could foresee wild 
readers. Except an odd book or two on plumbing and poultry certainly they were at the 
end of the town long before the week end. On Monday after our wool-shop opened, law- 
abiding readers, with bright eyes and shining morning faces, raced to the shelf of promise to 
grab the prizes, for some of which three or four claimants put in a hopeful appearance. Not 
a book for them. A genuine attempt to help readers (for Mr. Jast was fumbling after display) 
had turned bottom up and was a hoax! How the youngsters on the staff enjoyed the rumpus. 
I think Jast did, too, but sedately, in the quiet of his office. I blessed him for his misguided 
zeal, for I must stay behind and play soft music to the disappointed. I promised to reserve 
for them the books which the lawless had smuggled out. But a few were so mad that they 
forgot the titles of ¢heir prizes. After this unpromising introduction some of these readers 
became my very good friends ; for people are sorry for you when you are in a hole, even if 
you have tumbled in through your own fault. 


Ill 

About 1910, having won a chieftainship and lost the ability to see the funny side of a 
chief’s whims, the chance came to plan display in a new open-shelf library at Wallasey. My 
band of assistants was so small that I thought of them as a staff only when bragging to brother 
librarians. Much routine must be done at or near the point of service over which they had 
to keep guard. A counter (not then called a “ staff enclosure ”) was built parallel with the 
front of the building. Between one long side of it and the main entrance a largish apartment, 
where assistants could work at hand and make a mess unseen, was partitioned from the hall, 
round which readers trafficked one-way as they came and went. Then the idea jumped to 
mind that three sides of the workroom might be shop-windows displaying “ books to lend.” 
Figure 1 is a picture of the windows much as they were in 1911, and as they are still. On the 
opening day of the library the arcade (as wags called it) aroused criticism. If my memory is 
sure a local paper told me in heavy type that the whole library was a white elephant, a common 
animal in the pressman’s zoo. But people soon became friendly about it. And why not ? 
The “ arcade” advertised the contents of the'library as a catalogue could not. From the 
main entrance the display was alluring, and from the street in summer when the doors were 
wide open, it decoyed passers-by to enter the library and take a look round. And greatest 
triumph of all: a very young librarian to whom I showed the photograph recently said it 
was a “ wow,” and I’ve an idea that he meant to be vigorous, descriptive and complimentary. 

I had my own doubts. Should I have enough fresh books to fill it always? I couldn’t 
be sure. When full of books, most of them wide open, the window contained about 150 
volumes. Only books were shown that readers might borrow as soon as they saw them ; 
no dummies, not one. From the first the case was a success. Withdrawals from it were heavy. 
On busy days we filled it several times over. To readers it was a boon ; to the Staff a treadmill. 
Luckily we had no trouble to find inviting exhibits, because the book fund, if not ample, 
was on the generous side ; now, by the way, proportionately it is one of the best in the country. 
And as good books went out readers brought others in. In Oétober last I was told that the 
window is as useful to-day as ever. 

Had I to plan this window now I should arrange the display a foot behind the glass, 
and hide the lamps. Then Regent Street would not be ashamed of it. But in 1911 concealed 
lighting was almost unknown or seldom praétised. 

Branches are eStablished sometimes to appease election hecklers rather than to satisfy 
readers, and at Wallasey (Poulton) a branch we had to have, and no nonsense about it; or 
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Fig. 1. Drspray Case Hart at Cenrrat Lrprary 
By permission of Mr. William Wilson 
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only the nonsense of having what we could not afford on a penny rate. However we tried 
to get value for the little we spent upon it, without hope of making it worthy for the Mayor 
to open. And so, about 1911 or 1912, we prefigured the shop library (Fig. 2). The pro- 
prietors of shop libraries have done better, but then designers and fitters were beyond our 
means: we had to depend upon our own deficiencies in drawing, and the village carpenter’s 
ideas of joinery. The result was good enough to merit notice in the parish magazine. Excuse 
me for explaining that the gap between the bottom shelf and that above it is noticeable only 
by the camera and small boys, for when a reader stood near the window looking at the books 
it was out of his line of sight. The design, therefore, if not handsome, is scientific; and 
anyway you can always forget the look of a thing while you’re explaining why. it looks as it 
does. All that remains of this enterprise is a faded picture and a happy memory of surpassing 
a Yorkshireman in thrift. Something better and less eccentric has taken its place. But it 
served a turn. It offered readers “ something to read,” and was by no means a failure in 
advertising popular novels. As a library the branch was brummagem. 


IV 


In planning Leith branch, display was considered in every detail. There the idea of 
open-shelves as general display is fully accepted. Main class headings are forgotten. Each 
tier of every bookcase has its contents indicated on a title board. Examples of the titles are : 


Handicrafts Health 

Hugo - Balzac - Dumas Farm and Garden 

Chaucer - Shakspere Mines - Metals - Mechanic Arts 
Goethe - Schiller The Sea 

Inseéts - Birds - Animals Mary of Scots - Jacobites 


(Middle stops are used to divide subjects on one title board). For these titles we use familiar 
terms: Farm, not Agriculture; Health, not Hygiene; Flight, not Aeronautics: because 
they are usually shorter. With few exceptions the cases have bookshelf ends, each exhibiting 
a small special collection : in all there are 29 of them, with title boards as : 


Jesus Christ Burns Napoleon Printing 
St. Paul The Carlyles G. B. Shaw Bach 
Ancient Rome The Brownings Tolstoy Beethoven 


All divisions of the library, therefore, contain special colleétions, to the number of 173, 
clearly designated, in fixed positions. 

Apart from this general display are (1) smaller subject displays in bookhods, (2) series 
displays in illuminated cases and (3) mixed displays in illuminated standard and wall cases. 

Fig. 3 illustrates the standard case. Lights are screened by a narrow panel of stained 
glass inscribed with the encouraging words “‘ Books for home reading.” As the heat from 
lighting warps book boards and curls leaves, the case is well ventilated. Plenty of daylight 
falls upon the books, though they are well away from the glass ; in the evening electric lamps 
flood them with illumination. I would not be without these shows, for they make the library 
a brighter hole. And they are genuine: the books are for issue when wanted. 

The showcases illustrated in Fig. 4 fill openings in the walls between the entrance hall 
and the adjoining rooms, so that two sides of the displays face the hall, one the reference 
room, the other the newsroom. Sometimes the cases contain books from the home reading 
library, but generally they are reserved to display reference material or to advertise collec- 
tions at Central or elsewhere in the service. Sloping shelves hide the lamps, each row of 
which illumines the books in both fronts of the case. Occasionally the lamps are coloured, 
but only when black and white print is shown. The architect designed these windows plainly 
and even severely, so that nothing distra¢ts attention from the books. The displays look well, 
and catch the eye of a reader as he passes the main door, but they are not as effective to 
advertise home reading as the shows illustrated in Fig. 3. Arrange display among the books 
in the lending library, as at Leith (Fig. 3), or at the back of the counter, as at Wallasey (Fig. 1, 
rather than in the entrance hall, where it attraéts much attention but little use. A showcase 


use 
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Photo: Frank B. Savage 


Fig. 3. Intummnatep Dispiay Cases at Lerrn 


in the entrance is virtually a poster to advertise reference stock which is always at hand: in 
the bookroom it must be a variety show with different exhibits from moment to moment. 


Eight showcases display series, one case for each series. The series chosen are those 
embracing modern books of a miscellaneous kind, not reprints of classics. Everyman therefore 
is not exhibited. The Golden Treasury is exhibited, but only because there was not an eighth 
series of good quality at that time. The titles of the series—the Trave/ler’s Library, or the 
Home University Lous-a written plainly on the glass cornices. Lamps illumine both books 
and titles. Fig. 5 illustrates a series case and a bookhod near it. “ Choosing books by series ” ? 
cries the dogmatic advocate of subjeé arrangement ; “ what a heresy to encourage readers 
to be so arbitrary in choosing books.” Many readers, however, look upon series as books 
grouped for them to seleé& from: they know that most of the Traveller’s Library is good 
material, and that the brief treatises in the Home University Library are commonly trustworthy, 
sometimes masterly. Besides they like pocket editions, and most books in popular series are 
small. Many of the works in pocket editions are good, and at Edinburgh we buy and hold 
them in reserve for holiday reading because they are good and because readers like small books. 


Displays of a similar kind (Fig. 3), on a reduced scale, relieve the monotony of ordinary 
bookcases at the new Corstorphone branch. In the older branches the showcases, though 
makeshift, are centres of attraction in rooms otherwise dull. Of the four at the Morningside 
branch only two are illuminated. Half a lifetime ago the archite& of this branch took a 
violent dislike to the indicators, and smothered them in English-oak frames, which later, 
at my urging, he turned into showcases. Inside the library two long slopes with some book- 
hods, complete the bookshop equipment of this branch. At McDonald Road branch two 
screens in the entrance hall have been transformed into show windows and now the approach 
to this library, at one time as lowering to the spirits as a police court, suggests light, warmth, 
hospitality. Two old cupboards, in dark corners, also were changed into display windows. 
Specially designed cases are better than altered fittings, but we have to make our money go 
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as far as possible. Our rule is to buy no equipment that we can do without, and to pay as 
little for what we do buy as we can. One of our oldest and worst branches in Edinburgh 
is our most prosperous, for the Scots are a canny race: they have acquired the habit of coming 
to a library for books, not to gape at a fine building. 


Display is profitless and vain unless the supply of fresh books is ample. Or to put it 
another way: a library without enough books to exhibit has a poor bookfund. Show no 
book that cannot be issued for reading at home or in the library. No prudent shopkeeper 
exasperates his customers by advertising the deficiencies in his stock. At our larger libraries 
new Stock is issued first from the showcases. 

Exhibit in turn the best stock for general reading, and your display forms an attractive 
and progressive supplement to the catalogue. My faith in well-managed display is such 
that I wovld have more of it were I assured of a greater supply of books. Even in the 
Reference Library display is desirable. In our general reference library we have museum 
cases for rare books, and a special bay for recent additions, but no illuminated display case 
because we lack space for it. But some day 
I hope to have a reference display, which 
will be of more service to us than our 
shows of curiosa and rarities. 

But display must be well-managed. 
Some books, however carefully chosen, are 
too abtruse or too special for ready issue. 
After fair trial remove them from the 
window or they will form a residue, which 
grows heavier as readers sift out the books 
attracting them most. No residue—I mean 
residue, not dregs, for some of the best 
books are not show books in general libraries 
—no residue will be left if all the books 
are removed from the case twice a week, 
put aside and not returned to the shelves 
until the general stock is again picked over. 
When a display is “dead,” in a library 
where books are issued from it on demand, 
“ residuals” have killed it. Displays may 
be Stale, also, if one selector always chooses 
the books. When buying we librarians 
sele& books in grooves to an extent I would 
not believe possible, had I not figures to 
prove the fact. And when one selector has 
charge of a show for any length of time, his 
display becomes “ groovy.” The remedy is 
to let every assistant have a chance of 
showing his ability to sele& for displays, as 
to select for purchase. The more assistants 
we have upon the job the greater the 
number of ideas they conceive—in show- 
cards for example, which form a necessary 
part of — And by the way, talking 
of showcards, —, a practised card- 
writer to pa the librarian as Photo: Frank B. Savage 
artist is apt to be a giddy surrealist. If we Fig. 4. Innumanarep Watt Case at Lenn 
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Photo: Frank B. Savage 
Fig. 5. Cask AND Boox Hotpsr at Lerrn 


can find a writer with good taste, an eye for colour, and [some notion of vigor and 
legibility in advertising, he will give us results which are well worth his small charges, 
and not too excruciating to aesthetic readers. 


Display may illustrate topics of the day, but only if they are sof attracting much atten- 
tion; otherwise readers will borrow the Roche me: Beh any advertisement by us. When 
planning display, as when issuing lists, ignore the subje€ts that newspapers boost, for why 
advertise what other people are advertising for you ? 


In a general library displays serve only the desultory reader. They are bright spots in 
rooms which look heavy with books: useful in publicity, in making books known to 
non-literary people, and possibly in winning a few more people from novel to systematic 
reading. Minora canamus, and | am not tempted to overrate displays. In a general library they 
are of Title benefit to a man who reads with purpose : to him the real aids are close classifica- 
tion, well-guided book arrangement, penetrative cataloguing and indexing, and, above all, 
skilled personal service. And the words “ personal service ” remind me of a telling argument 
for shows: from them (if the exhibits are not dummies) the confirmed desultory reader is 
satisfied quickly, without discourtesy or any suggestion of negle&, and librarians have more 
time to help studious readers and searchers. 


Twice above I gree the adjeétive “ general.” Ina library, while no display, 
miscellaneous or subject, offers much help to a systematic reader, in a divisional library a good 


show even of abtruse books is worth while. At Edinburgh Central an illuminated case forms 
the back of the counter in the Economics and Commercial Department. It advertises the 
department and the books recently added to it. The shows in it are always of special books, 
unattractive to the desultory reader, but of value to the specialist who comes to the division 
where most of the books are on his own subject. 
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The Written and the Spoken Word 
By S. H. Bartow, A.L.A. (Reference Library, Bolton). 


A DANGER which the librarian must avoid is the easy tendency to forget the larger significance 
and purpose of his work in the busy routine of his daily duties. He must be capable of coming 
out of his cell and of viewing the library, its service, and its place in the community, from the 
Stand-point of an impartial observer in order to appreciate the library in its proper a 
He must alternately be the librarian and the reader. If it is that the library is a medium for the 
dissemination of culture and knowledge, which are only useful inasmuch as they foster a 
broader and more appreciative outlook, it is logical to suppose that the library worker should 
himself show the benefit of that wider vision. Therefore we must take ourselves well away 
from those books among which we work and which we read, in order to examine objectively 
the value and the purpose of books and reading. Unless we take pains to keep our minds above 
the stultifying influence of the library’s stock-in-trade then we shall make the mistake, a too 
common mistake, that reading is an end in itself. How else can those frequent suggestions for 
the stimulation of the “ reading habit” be explained ? Reading is not, in itself a desirable 
occupation. In faét it is rather barren and useless, as are the suggestions for stimulation of 
the habit. 

The Americans, who seem to relate theory and ideals to practice better than we English, 
have stated that one reads for recreation, information, or inspiration. We read either to pass 
time, or because we are interested in a subje&, or because we find it necessary to extend our 
knowledge. We also attend le€tures, listen to the wireless, form discussion groups, and argue 
with friends in order to satisfy a desire for knowledge or to air it, even though one is also 
entertained. Thus there are the two ways of gaining information, reading and listening, and a 
possible third, discussing. It is not reasonable that different ways of achieving a common end 
should be divorced from one another merely because of that difference. The ideal, a most 
sensible ideal, would be to combine in one institution the various methods of supplying 
knowledge. The provision of entertainment reading may be disregarded since there are more 
than sufficient opportunities for recreation. It would appear that in the future, whether far 
or near one cannot say, libraries will endeavour to combine, as far as funds and space permit, 
these two ways of acquiring knowledge, the spoken and the written. 

The book gives information in the most convenient form. It is a portable and permanent 
record of ideas. But it is not the ideal form. Books must be interpreted, guides must be 
provided for their use. This necessity is recognised in present-day library policy, by the 
provision of annotations, book-lists, sele& and critical lists, personal advice of the staff, which 
are all ways of assisting the reader in his search for information. It is not such a great step 
forward if more whole-hearted means are utilised to guide the reader. I mean that a better 
method, the lecture or discussion group, is only an extension of our printed guides and personal 
service. 

The spoken word has the advantage over reading that less physical effort is required in 
listening. A speaker can give emphasis to salient points which in a book require of the reader 
the training and ability to pick them out. A lecturer can give to a greater degree thana booka 
synopsis of a subject, mentioning only those points of paramount importance, and by virtue 
of a good delivery and arrangement of subject matter instil interest in matters which might 
otherwise masquerade behind uninteresting and uninspiring titles. A lecture gives the oppor- 
tunity of meeting persons of like charaéter, for discussing controversial matters, a realisation 
that numerous other people share one’s interest, and the chance of requesting information on 
matters of doubt which could not be obtained by reading. A lecture is the best guide to a 
subject and to its literature and is supplemented by the book because of the impossibility and 
inconvenience of constantly arranging le@ures. A book is of use for learning a host of faéts 
about Nazi Germany, for instance, but the faéts may be compared, deductions made from them, 
and the whole made vital by a competent speaker. That cannot be done by the lone reader in 


his isolation. 
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In my opinion the several methods of publicity which attempt to advertise the library 
and the use of books are only nibbling at the problem of making the library of greater use 
and popularity to the public. They ignore the faét that it is necessary to Stimulate interest in 
a subject, which will in its turn stimulate the wish to read. If it is possible to so create interest, 
then no other method will cause as great a call on the literature of that subje@. The best way 
to stimulate is by word of mouth. Discussion groups, public le&tures, wireless talks, adult 
education classes, all sponsor interest and thus create a prance for books. 

A further problem arises. How may such classes be popularised ? The usual publicity 
methods will have to suffice, such as the local newspaper and the library magazine. By 
co-operating with organisations which have the purpose of gathering together people of 
similar interests much good work may be done. For instance a seleétion of books taken to the 
monthly meeting of the local horticultural society will relate the hobby of the members to the 
literature of horticulture which may be supplied by the library. 

Library policy should be influenced by the necessity of stimulating interest in topics, 
providing easy ways of gaining knowledge, and relating that thirst for knowledge to the books 
in the library. Much can be achieved in this direction by assisting appropriate organisations in 
matters of publicity and by offering the hospitality of the library for their meetings. 


Letters on Our Affairs 


Dear ARISTONYMOUS AND Hypra, 


Since you both did me the honour of addressing yourselves to me, the least I can do is 

to send you a joint letter. But first, friend Aristonymous, I have a 

Bone To Pick witH You. 
How dare you imitate my style so closely that Mr. Savage, clearest-minded of all our librarians, 
chooses to seize on me as the writer of your last letter! This is a nice state of affairs for a 
respectable professional journal. 

Hydra has deluged you and me with information in reply to all my questions and for this 
I thank him. Aristonymous seeks my views on the L.A. Council and the exams., not knowing 
that the 

SAGE OF EprInBuRGH 
was on the alert. He has dealt with your points far better than I can hope to do and I hesitate 
to enter the ring at this stage, save to commend his plea for more oral teaching. 

I feel that I must say a word on the recent L.A. Eleétions. The results are not yet to 
hand (I write this in the fog-ridden, frost-bitten tail-end of November). Our Editor is con- 
cerned at the circulation of a list of recommended candidates. I fail to see why 
“ consternation ” should be caused by this aétion. And why should our good and friendly 
Editor (I write much more in sorrow than in anger) be perturbed that the recommendations 
did not include some of our most illustrious ones, namely, “ certain of the chief librarians 
of our great cities.” I should not like to suggest for a moment that our Editor is among the 
ranks of those who vote for a candidate more by virtue of his position than of his capabilities, 
but aren’t far too many of us misled like this ? Why should the librarian of a great city be 
preferred to the chief of a small provincial town, except by reason of his own good qualities 
and of his services to our common good ? Not for a moment do I suggest that any librarian 
of a great city is not among the most capable in our ranks. But let us clear our minds of cant. 
We vote for the man—not for his system, be that as big as London itself. 

I, too, like Aristonymous, wonder if librarians really give all possible support to the 
local branches of the L.A. Organizing meetings and other facilities does involve a large 
amount of 

Harb Lasour 
for the officers and particularly for the over-worked Secretary. My branch is indeed fortunate 
in the support that it receives. And yet, talking some months ago to the very capable young 
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organizer of a film society, I was staggered to hear her contend that southerners won’t travel 
even reasonable distances for any kind of meeting. Northerners (don’t we know it!) seem 
to think nothing of a paltry fifty miles and Londoners seem to hurtle from one end to the 
other of their great city (it’s a universe, really !) without second thought. Of course London 
transport facilities are exceptionally good, except in rush hours. I should be sorry to hear 
that southern secretaries are handicapped by this 
Lapy 

attitude. 

I learn that the “ saucy lad,” as you, Hydra, most aptly dub him, terms me reaétionary. 
He is perhaps too much inclined to take our remarks to heart and to his own heart. Wasn’t 
it Burke who said that “ you can’t indi& a nation”? If he would only cease to feel the 
thwacking when I raise the rod then he would be a deal happier and not quite so peevish. 
But I wish he would not recommend Freud to me. That psychologist has solved fewer 
rage and set us more new ones than any other thinker since the beginning of time. 

y old brain can’t take it all in. Mr. Collison will be pleased to learn that I sometimes 
examine both the New Yorker and the Library Assiffant. They are symptoms but of what ? 
Do you remember Roy Campbell’s lines about the horse and the bridle ? 

What are your views on the Sunday Times gold medals ? It has been stated, categorically 
enough surely, that the medals were given and are to be given in future years for “ out- 
Standing,” not for “ best” books. Yet in my last copy of this very newspaper, which is 
worth the weekly twopence for G. M. Young’s articles on books alone, I find one of our 
most reputable publishing houses advertising its publication as the “ best ” book of the year 
in its class. Is this being fair to the L.A.? Surely our professional association would never 
have agreed to co-operate in the impossible task of choosing the “ best” books of the year 
in any classes? Yet here are its efforts being misinterpreted. I doubted the wisdom of the 
L.A. entering the lists at all. I doubt it still more now! 

Vale ! 


EuRIPIDEs. 


[We do not bold ourselves responsible for the opinions of the writers of “ Lerrers ON Our AFFAIRS.” 
— Editor, THe Lrsrary Worvp.] 


Personal News Library Topics 


Mr. Eric Cave, Senior Assistant in the 
Mitcham Public Library, has been appointed 
to the position of Cataloguer in the Public 
Libraries, Southampton. 


Mr. Lionel Roy McColvin, Chief Librarian, 
Hampstead Public Libraries, has been 
appointed Librarian of Westminster Public 
Libraries. 

Mr. James Ross, City Librarian of Bristol 
and Chairman of the South Western Regional 
Library System, opened the new Branch 
Library at Lee-on-the-Solent on Thursday, 
November 4th. He was welcomed by the 
Mayor (Major C. F, O. Graham, O.B.E.) and 
other civic dignitaries, and was presented with 
a silver key with which he opened the door of 
the Library, and a book of poems, autographed 
by the author, Mr. Egbert Sandford. 


The Editor of Tue Lrsrary would be if 
Librarians would furnish Topics of Professional Interefi 
relating to their Libraries for insertion in these columns. 
Matter should reach the Editorial Offices not later than the 
fir't of each month. 


BRISTOL.—A list of works by and on 
Martin Armstrong, the poet and novelist, has 
just been issued. 


CAMBRIDGE.—We are glad to welcome 
Mr. Basil Anderton back to the ranks of 
library journalism. In The Public Library 
Record for O&ober is an excellent article by 
him on Oliver Goldsmith. 


COLCHESTER has issued a leaflet en- 
titled Film which contains a classified list of 
books on the history, criticism, technique, etc., 
of the film, 
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THE WORLD'S GREAT LIBRARIES 


Surveyed by ARUNDELL ESDAILE, of the British Museum. 


Vol. I. National Libraries of the World: Their History, Administration 
and Public Services. By Arundell Esdaile, M.A., F.S.A., F.L.A. 
1934. 


. Famous Libraries of the World: Their History, Collections and 
Administration. By Margaret Burton, M.A., F.L.A., under the 
direction of and with an Introduction by Arundel] Esdaile. 
1937. 


VOL. I. 
NATIONAL LIBRARIES OF THE WORLD 


THEIR HISTORY, ADMINISTRATION AND PUBLIC SERVICES. 


By Arundell Esdaile, M.A., F.S.A., F.L.A. (Secretary of the British Museum). 
Author of “ A Student’s Manual of Bibliography,” “A List of English Tales and 
Prose Romances Printed Before 1740,” etc., etc. 


Demy 8vo. Cloth, pp. xii., 386. Illus. £1 1s. 0d. net. 


In this volume is given for the first time a general account of the history and development Ae 

national libraries, and of their place in the intellectual life of the nations they serve. 

of course works dealing with the more important individual institutions ; but their comgenstbee 
and administration have been neglected. There is accordingly an introductory chapter, 

outlining general principles; and this is followed by accounts of about a score of national libraries, 

using the strict sense of the term. Each is described and is illustrated with views, plans and 


portraits. 


VOL. II. 
FAMOUS LIBRARIES OF THE WORLD 


THEIR HISTORY, COLLECTIONS AND ADMINISTRATION. 


By Margaret Burton, M.A., F.L.A., under the direction of and with an Introduction 
by Arundell Esdaile, M.A., F.S.A., F.L.A. (Secretary of the British Museum). 
Author of ‘‘ National Libraries of the World,”’ etc 

Demy 8vo. Cloth, pp. xx., 458. Illus. £1 1s. 0d. net. 


In this volume, which is uniform with Vol. I., an account is given of a representative selection of 
the great learned libraries of the world, other than those whi are technically national. 


GRAFTON & CO. (Frank Hamel), Coptic House, 51 Great Russell Street 
LONDON, W.C.! 
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DARLINGTON.—The Oétober list of 
additions to hand is an excellent one, covering 
a wide scope. 

MANCHESTER.—T be Manchester Librarian, 
the journal of the Manchester and Distrié& 
Library Fellowship, for O&ober, contains the 
presidential address given at a meeting of the 
Fellowship on Oétober rath. 

NOTTINGHAM.—A branch library has 
now been opened at Aspley. 

SOWERBY BRIDGE has issued seleé& 
lists of popular humorous books, novels of the 
Great War, one-act plays, Self-help and 
Personal Efficiency, Psychology, etc. 

SUNDERLAND.—The Public Art Gallery 
has an exhibition of Medici Prints, which 
opened on November 27th, 1937, and is to 
continue until January 31St, 1938. Also an 
exhibition of Photographs of places of historic 
interest or natural beauty secured by the 
National Trust. The Public Library has issued 
a catalogue of Music obtainable in the central 
and branch libraries. 

SWINTON AND PENDLEBURY.—The 
Christmas Number of the Bw//etin contains an 
article entitled “ Ghosts and Things that Go 
Bump in the Night,” by W. H. Lane Crauford, 
and a selection tor Christmas reading. 


The Lecture Season, 1937-8 
(Continued.) 
By Frank Hickman, A.L.A. 


[For the purposes of Review, etc., THe Lrprary 
Wor.p will be pleased to receive any information 
and data relating to Lectures.) 


Tue City of Liverpool Public Libraries have 
issued a really excellent booklet covering 
their 73rd Annual Series of Free Illustrated 
Le&tures. The cover design is striking and 
brightly coloured, the paper durable and, 
although the format is sufficiently small to 
render the booklet handy for pocket or hand- 
bag, the type and setting are such as to give 
the utmost legibility to the contents. An 
extensive programme of lectures of a high 
order has been planned to run from Oétober 
of this year to February of next year at the 
Pi&on Hall and eleven distri& halls. The 
le&urers include famous authors, aétors, 
explorers and soldiers. Peter Freuchen has 
been engaged to give “ The Eskimos as | 


know them”; A. F. Tschiffely, horseman and 
author, is due to tell of his remarkable horse- 
back journey of over 10,000 miles through 
the three Americas—“ Tschiffely’s ride from 
Buenos Aires to Washington”; Bransby 
Williams is to illustrate “ Dickens and his 
characters” with character impersonations; 
and the audience is certain of a thrilling evening 
when Lieut.-Col. M. C. C. Harrison, D.S.O,, 
M.C., gives ““ My escapes as a prisoner of 
war.” Other titles which stand out in a pro- 
gramme containing something to please every- 
body are: ‘ The Civil War in Spain ” (Prof, 
E. A. Peers); ‘“ Tom, Dick and Harry at 
work ” (Prof. John Hilton) and “‘ Over the 
Sea to Skye ” (W. A. Gibson Martin). Liver. 
pool has long been noted for its leétures and 
the current programme promises to maintain 
the high standard of the past. Books on the 
leGture subjects are displayed each week in 
the Piéton Reading Room. This praétice has 
the two-fold advantage of advertising the 
leGtures and the contents of the shelves. 


The Altrincham Libraries have adopted a 
happy method of advertising their Tenth 
Winter Season of Children’s Lectures. Instead 
of the usual booklet or handbill the children 
receive an invitation from the Chairman and 
Members of the Libraries Committee requesting 
the pleasure of their company at the le&tures. The 
detailed programme accompanies the invita- 
tion and the whole thing takes the form of a 
neat folio, well printed on pale blue paper. The 
le€tures began this year on November 4th, and 
will continue to March 3rd, 1938. Travel 
interest predominates and there are a number 
cf very entertaining film evenings. Mr. 
Harry Wilkinson concludes the Central Library 
series with a lantern lecture entitled ‘Ancient 
Altrincham.” At the Park Road Branch 
Library, Timperley, a special programme of 
Monday Story Hours has been arranged, and 
on January 218t, 1938, Mr. Willan G. Bosworth 
(of the Northern Children’s Hour) is giving 4 
circus lantern lecture with the bright and 
breezy title “‘ Here we are again!” Evidently 
Altrincham thinks well of its children. 

The value of the lecture synopsis can be 
clearly illustrated by an example taken from 
the current Syllabus of Public Lantern Lectures 
issued by the Wallasey Public Libraries. One 
of the five leétures scheduled is entitled 
“Adventures amid creek and salting.” By 
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itself, this title could not be expected to attrac 
a large audience: with all due respect to the 
leGturer, it has a somewhat antiquated ring 
for modern ears. But when one reads in the 
synopsis that the lecturer is going to talk of 
smuggling days, poachers, prize fighters, 
fishermen and queer animals, the lecture 
becomes an exciting attraction not to be 
missed. I may be forgiven for stressing the 
importance of synopses of lectures when | 
mention that people have frequently attended 
one of my own lectures on the early drama— 
“ MySteries, Miracles and Moralities ”—in the 
hope of seeing a display of conjuring and 
magic! The synopses throughout Wallasey’s 
six-page syllabus are graphically written and 
reveal that ‘From Nile to Nazareth,” by 
Miss Muriel Douglas; ‘‘ The Story of the 
Golden Stool,” by W. A. Gibson Martin ; 
“In quest of Sheba,” by Norman Pearn; and 
“Cinema Cavalcade,” by Leslie Wood, are 
lectures abounding in interesting material 
which can be followed up in books. 


Library Reports 
By Hersert C. SAWTELLE, 
Bermondsey Public Libraries. 


EASTBOURNE Public Libraries and Museum.— 
Report on the year’s work, 1936-1937. 
Borough Librarian and Curator , Wilfrid Hynes, 
F.L.A. Population (estimated), 55,730. 
Rate, 1.72d. Income from Rate, £5,935. 
Stock: Lending, 38,510; Reference, 3,320. 
Additions, 5,376. Withdrawals, 1,516. 
Issues: Lending, 309,592; Reference, 
54,845. Borrowers, 13,218; extra tickets, 
5,029. Branches, 2 and 1 evening branch. 

Since the re-arrangement of the Central Library 
some two years ago an enormous increase in the work 
has been experienced, and the year just closed was by 
far the busiest in the history of the libraries. An 
annual increase in the amount available for book 
purchase, which has been received during the last five 
years, helped considerably towards extending the 
popularity of the library service. The total circulation 

was $4,242 higher than in the year previous; 78,000 

above that of 1934-35, and over 100,000 more than in 

1929. The opening of an evening branch library in a 

distri& some distance from the central building has 

proved popular beyond expectation, and the need for 

a full-time branch library there is clearly indicated. 

628 tickets were issued to 472 visiting readers during 

the season. The question of a suitable home for the 

Museum has not yet been settled, in the meantime it 

suffers from inadequate space and the Library is 

hampered by having no separate room for childeen, 


who have to be content with a corner of the adult 

lending department. 

Kent County Library.—15th Annual Report, 
1936-1937. Librarian, Miss A. S. Cooke. 
Number of Centres, 362. Stock, 306,261. 
Additions, 93,360. Withdrawals, 25,539. 
Issues, 2,881,748. Issues to individual 
Students, 44,471. Borrowers, 130,903. 

A most satisfa&tory year’s working of the system 
concluded with record totals in the number of books in 
Stock, borrowers and circulation. The huge increase 
of 845,963 in the issues was due largely to the greater 
use that was made of the full-time branch libraries. 
Five of these institutions were opened for the first time 
during the year, at Faversham, Herne Bay, Orpington, 
and two within the distriéts of Chislehurst and Sidcup. 
These additions to the system necessitated the appoint- 
ment of 38 additional members to the Staff, either at 
Headquarters or at the branch libraries. A new build- 
ing at Gillingham is in the course of ereétion and will 
replace the temporary accommodation opened in 
March, 1936. For the first time for many years there 
is now sufficient shelving space in the Headquarters 
Library. Three rooms have been added to the Library 
giving much needed additional accommodation. Two 
new village centres were opened during the year, and 
now there are only two villages of any size left without 
a library centre. 


KrNGston-uPON-THAMES Public Library, 
Museum and Art Gallery. Annual Report, 
1936-37. Librarian and Curator, H. Cross, 
F.L.A. Population (1931), 39,055. Rate, 
1.94d. Income from Rate, £3,685. Stock: 
Lending, 25,243; Reference, 4,767. Addi- 
tions, 3,103. Withdrawals, 2,247. Issues: 
Lending, 221,854; Junior, 18,646; Refer- 
ence, 53,167. Borrowers’ tickets in force, 
19,109. 

Continued progress has once again been shown in 
the aétivities of the Library during the year under 
review. Without a break since the year 1914-15 the 
total circulation has increased annually, mostly through 
the ever growing popularity of the adult lending library. 
This department recorded an increase of 13,238 in the 
year just ended in spite of being closed for nearly a 
month for redecoration. The work in the Junior 
library was not so successful. It is believed that 
traffic dangers is the chief cause of the falling off in 
attendance by the children. School libraries are 
suggested as a means of reaching the children, par- 
ticularly those living some distance from the library. 
Negotiations are in progress for a site in the Ham 
distri& for a branch library. 


NEWCASTLE-UPON-TYNE Public Libraries.— 
56th Annual Report of the Public 
Libraries Committee, 1936-1937. Public 
Librarian, W. H. Gibson, F.L.A. Popula- 
tion, 292,700. Income from Rate, £20,493. 
Stock: Lending, 156,416; Reference, 
103,980. Additions, 12,735. Withdrawals, 
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12,033. Issues: Lending, 903,885; Ref- 
erence, 220,596. Borrowers, 43,973; extra 
tickets, 31,445. Branches, 5. 

Considerable progress was made in the year under 
review towards carrying out a programme for the 
extension and improvement of the library system. 
New branch libraries are being eStablished at Fenham, 
High Heaton, and Byker. Children’s rooms, urgently 
needed at three of the existing libraries, are shortly 
to be ereéted. At the Central Library the first Steps 
towards open-access were taken by throwing open 
- readers the music and fiction seétions. As soon as 

ey See and cataloguing has been 

pleted the remainder of the library will be changed 
over. The commercial seétion of the Reference 
Library has been extended, by the provision of addi- 
tional shelving, thus giving free aceess to a larger 
number of books. The total issues for the year 
amounted to over 9,000 more than in the year previous. 


Stroke Newrncron Public Library.— 
Annual Report for the year ending March 
318t, 1937. Borough Librarian, H. W. 
Waites, A.L.A., F.R.S.A., F.C.C.S.  Popu- 
lation (eStimated), 50,350. Rate, 2.37d. 
Income from Rate, £4,020. Stock: Lend- 
ing, 37,049; Reference, 21,710. Additions, 
3,145. Withdrawals, 3,053. Issues : Lend- 
ing, 185,198; Reference, 9,624. Borrowers, 
§,310, extra tickets 2,135. 

The attivities — Library have been somewhat 


out 
porarily to the lending library and issued at the same 
The Reference 


therefore no great surprise to fink the total circulation 
below that of the year before. The issue from the 
Lending Lib was a few hundreds 
down ot to aad of ¢ year. 

the book-purchase yoda hen the Carnegie United 
Kingdom TruStees was received, and with this the 
revision of the non-fi@tional stock was continued. The 
Committee have under consideration the establishment 
of a branch library in the southern part of the Borough 
when the existing Town Hall is vacated. 


Warrorp Public Library. Report for the 
year 1936-1937. Borough Librarian, Dmg 
R. Bolton, F.L.A. Population (estimated), 
64,110. Rate, 2.25d. Income from Rate, 
£5,105. Stock: Lending, 34,654; Refer- 
ence, 7,909. Additions, 5,639. Withdraw- 
als, 5,197. Issues: Lending, 488,472; 
Reference, 20,231; Hospital, 3,504. Bor- 
rowers, 15,258; Extra tickets, 17,867. 


Considerable increase in the work of the Library 
, and yet another record in the year’s issues 
increase of 35,815 was 


is 
has attained. A total 


recorded. Greater use was made of fiction throughout 
the year, but there was a drop in demand for more 
serious works. This was no doubt due to the decision 
of the Committee to make all borrowers’ tickets 
(1 fi€tion and 2 non-fiéion) available for any class of 
book. This praétice, however, was terminated after 
eight months’ working. An experiment with a “no 
fines ” sytem in the junior library proved a failure, 
and the penny per week or part of a week fine for 
overdues was reinstated. Definite progress has been 
made with the North Branch Library, and it is hoped 
the building will be ready for occupation in the late 
autumn this year. Death has robbed the Committee 
of one of its oldest members, Alderman W. Tucker, 
who had co-operated with them since 1904. 


The Librarians’ Guide to 
New Editions 


By Frep BarLow. 


OF all the many lists of books published in 
various ways this Guide to New Editions is 
erhaps unique. Its purpose is not only to 
wean 2 each month the titles of books 
recently revised, but to show to what degree, 
if any, these books have been changed. This 
information is not readily to be found else- 
where. 


CuarkE (J. J.) The Law of Housing and 
Planning: including Public Health, High- 
ways and The Acquisition of Land. 1937. 
Pitman. 178. 6d. 


CrarkE (W. G.) In Breckland Wilds. Ed. 2. 
1937. Heffer. 12s. 6d. 

The first edition was written before the war and 

fir&t published in 1925 after the author’s death. The 


t edition has been and re-written by 
RR. Clarke, ke, who ho has contributed much new material 


ic JOK 1S O Umm 
of the Law of Housing and Planning published in 1933, 
become and misleading. The Public Health 
A@ of 1936 has necessitated extension of the chapter 
on Public Health and the three chapters on Housing 
have been rewritten following the Housing A& of 1935. 
A new chapter deals with the Restriftion of Ribbon 
Development A&, and the Model Clauses, 1937, 
issued by the Minister of Health have been incorporated, 
the latest edition of all books listed. This type of book 
is used extensively by students and the latest edition is 
always a necessity. 
Several of the original chapters have been entirely 
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recast, whilst the new and better reproduced illustrations 

help to make the revision an almost entirely new book 

that fortunately retains the charm and interest of the 
eatlier description of a part of Norfoik. 

Fry (G. C.) Textbook of Geography. Ed. 9. 

1937. U.T.P. 6s. 6d. 

This book was extensively revised in 1936 and the 

t revision is c 20 the seftions dealing with 

the Railways of the British Isles, Canada and China. 


GunTER (John) Inside Europe. Ed. 3. 1937. ; 


Hamilton. 12s. 6d. 

This revised and illustrated edition surveys 
European events and men down ap pong of this 
year. There are three new chapters much revision 
of detail throughout the text. 


Jupce (A. W.) High Speed Diesel Engines : 
with special reference to automobile and 
aircraft types. Ed. 3. 1937. Chapman and 
Hall. 18s. 

First published in 1933 and last revised in 1935. 
Parts of the earlier editions have been deleted although 
accounts of some earlier obsolete engines having novel 
features are Still retained. Many seétions have been 
re-written following recent research, and the intro- 
duétion of new types of combustion systems, fuel 
injection equipment, etc. New space has been devoted 
to American and Continental engines, equipment and 
combustion methods. 


Lipson (E.) The Economic History of Eng- 
land. V.1. Ed. 7. 1937. Black. 20s. 
The first edition of volume one of this work was 
published in 1915 and is now for the first time sub- 
stantially revised and enlarged. Throughout the text 
there has been extensive revision and the book has been 
increased in size by one hundred and twenty pages. 
An example of the new sources of evidence and material 
incorporated is to be found in the chapter on the Manor 
and the Open Field System where the applications of 
field archeology and air photography are discussed. 


Sramp (L. D.) and Beaver (S. H.) The British 
Isles: a geographic and economic survey. 
Ed. 2. 1937. Longmans, Green. 25s. 

There has been no extension or radical change 


_ made to the text of the 1933 edition. The most exten- 


sive revision is to be found in the chapters dealing with 
iron and steel, and other smaller seétions including 
soils, artificial silk, Irish commerce, etc., have also 
— The Statistical information has all been 
revised. 


Terman (F. E.) Radio Engineering. Ed. z. 
1937. McGraw-Hill. 30s. 

With the exception of the opening chapters the 
whole of the text of the 1932 edition has been re-written 
following the advances made in wireless during the last 

years and a certain amount of the revision is entirely 
new matter. More than half of the illustrations in the 
present edition are new. 


Review 
MUSIC IN LIBRARIES * 

The music colleétion of a public library 
used to be regarded as a small “ extension ” of 
the ordinary book stock, to which no par- 
ticular attention need be paid after the accepted 
classics of music and musical literature had 
been bought. Now and again a few fugitive 
additions would be made in response to 
readers’ suggestions. And there the matter 
ended for all but the largest libraries. Every- 
one accepted the fact that the English public 
was unmusical, and the music section in most 
libraries was a definite reflection of the truth 
of the statement. The late J. D. Brown, 
together with a few other enthusiastic librar- 
ians, refused to accept the general view, but 
all were agreed that the music section was one 
of the most difficult of the book stock of a 
public library to sele& for, catalogue and 
administer. The whole subject of music and 
its literature was full of problems. In 1893 
some help was given by the publication of 
Brown’s “ Guide to the formation of a music 
library.” And there, for the most part, the 
matter ended again, until Mr. Lionel McColvin 
revised and rewrote the pioneer work. The 
little book “ Music in Public Libraries ” 
became so useful to every librarian that the 
mere mention of the faét that the work under 
review is an enlargement and total revision of 
the book will be enough to ensure its immedi- 
ate addition to the staff text-book colleétion. 

This time Mr. McColvin has sought the 
assistance of a well-known bibliographer of 
music (for Mr. Harold Reeves’ famous cata- 
logues of his extensive stock are justly entitled 
to be termed bibliographies), and so far as 
one can judge from volume one, the collabora- 
tion has been highly successful. 

The first 56 pages of this volume are devoted 
to an invaluable survey of the complicated 
problems of cataloguing, classifying and 
taking care of music. It should be well known 
by now that Mr. McColvin has prepared an 
ingenious and efficient scheme for classifying 
music, which may be adapted to the notations 
of either the Brown Subjeé scheme or the D.C. 


*Lionel R. McColvin and Harold Reeves. Music 
Libraries: their organization and contents, with a 
bibliography of music and music literature. Vol 1. 
1937: Grafton. Pp. vii. 240. Cloth. 108. 6d, 
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His tables are a great improvement on either 
of these two schemes, and so far as the present 
reviewer knows, those librarians who adopted 
the McColvin scheme when it was first pub- 
lished are well satisfied with it. 

The section devoted to the cataloguing of 
music is sensible, careful and detailed. Sen- 
sible, because the authors know when to draw 
the line between utility and unnecessary com- 
plications ; careful and detailed because they 
seem to have thought of all the little problems 
which are so difficult for the ordinary cata- 
loguer (who may not have much musical 
knowledge or ability to help him) to solve 
simply, usefully and consistently. Cataloguers 
will find guidance on such details as when and 
when not to list the contents of a work con- 
sisting of a number of short items, how to 
arrange the items under each composer, how 
to deal with title-pages in foreign languages, etc. 

On this last point there will be some who 
will differ strongly with the view that the 
language used on the title-page is not to be 
regarded with the same respect as it is in the 
case of books. The purist would have us 
catalogue “ Sechs sonaten (Si bémol majeur) ” 
if the title-page has it thus; but it is to be 
hoped that there are few purists. 

The remainder of this invaluable volume 
consists of an extensive bibliography of the 
best in musical literature, with a subject index. 
The items are Starred and daggered to denote 
importance and to indicate the type of library 
where the books should be included. The 
items are priced, and occasionally annotated. 
I have examined the lists with some care and 
have found no omission of importance. No 
doubt there are some, but I think it would 
take a specialist to find them. Thank goodness 
the list is already out of date in one respe&t— 
for as I write this I have by my side an 
announcement of a new and greatly enlarged 
edition of Mozart’s Letters. This was badly 
needed : when are we to have a definitive life, 
for Jahn is not only unobtainable but in sad 
need of revision ? 

All who have the slightest regard for music 
will await the second volume of Music Libraries 
with eagerness. Meanwhile, the authors are 
entitled to receive our thanks and congratula- 
tions. There are very few professional books 
which can challenge this one on comprehen- 
siveness, usefulness and sheer merit. F.S.S. 


Book-Selection Guide 


A DESCRIPTIVE LIST OF BOOKS OF 
DEFINITE INTEREST TO LIBRARIANS, 


PROFESSIONAL. 


Brown (Stephen J.) Libraries and Literature 
from a Catholic Standpoint. Dublin, Browne 
& Nolan. 7s. 6d. net 

Father Stephen |. Brown's position as Leéturer 

in the School of Literary Training, University College, 
Dublin, qualities him to speak with the greatest authority 
on the subjeét he has chosen for this work, which is 
one he obviously holds very dear to his heart. He has 
undoubtedly done a great service to all Catholic readers 
in making the suggestion that special libraries should 
be instituted for their benetit, and he lays down in simple 
and telling language plans for achieving this end. 


Leytanp (Eric) The Public Library, its 
History, Organization and Funétions.  Pit- 
man. 38. 6d. net. 

\ handy text book designed for those who are 
contemplating taking up librarianship as a profession, 
or who have done so, but have yet to pass their Ele- 
mentary Examination. The author touches briefly on 
the history, organization and workings of the libraries, 
and introduces the reader to the subjeéts which he will 


have to Study in greater detail later on. 
GENERAL. 


Arkins (E. Arthur) Practical Sheet and Plate 
Metal Work. Illus. Pitman. 7s. 6d. net. 
\n indispensable handbook for all those conneéted 
with Boilermaking, Ironworking, Plumbing, and 
kindred trades, as well as for those who need a know- 
ledge of metals and their working up for other trades. 
Fully illustrated and with selected questions on the 
subjeét chosen from recent examination papers. 


Baver (Paul) Himalayan Campaign. The 
German Attack on Kanchenjunga. Trans. 
lated by Sumner Austin. Illus. Blackwell. 
8s. 6d. net. 

The official account of the courageous attack on 
this famous peak which is the second highest mountain 
in the world. It is a record of great technical skill 
overcoming incredible difficulties and hardships, and 
a Story of great personal resource and courage. The 
photographs are excellent. 

Buss (William) Pilgrimage of Grace. Witherby. 
8s. 6d. net. 

The author is an old man; he remembers Oxford 
in the ’seventies, and he is at his best recalling days, 
events and people unknown to the present generation. 
But when he voices his opinions on present-day 
problems, particularly in the chapter ‘‘ Of Human Love 
and Marriage,” it is evident that he is out of touch with 
the modern spirit. 
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Bo.uiNnG (Cunliffe L.) Hire Purchase Trading. 
A practical guide to hire-purchase, also 
instalment selling. Fourth Edition. Pitman 


10s. 6d. net. 

This is the fourth edition of this standard text- 
book by an author who is recognized as an expert on 
his subjeét. The outstanding event which intervened 
between the publication of the third and fourth 
editions was the introduétion of the new County Court 
Rules, these and all other relevant factors have been 
considered in the revision. 


CHapMAN (Olive Murray) Across Cyprus. 
With a Foreword by The Viscount Mersey. 


Illus. Lane. 15s. net. 

Though the Island of Cyprus has been much in 
the public eye from time to time, its inner Story is not 
well known, and here the Author presents a most 
attractive description of her sojourn there. The work 
is well illustrated and the tradition of the Othello 
Tower with its Shakespeare interest will be new to 
most readers. 


Exuiorr-Binns (L. E.) England and the New 
Learning. Lutterworth. 2s. 6d. net. 

This little work on the Reformation in England 
has been issued to commemorate the fourth centenary 
of the “‘ setting up *’ of the English Bible in the churches 
of the land. It is based on a series of le€tures which 
the author delivered last Lent at Sion College. 


Fawcetr (L’Estrange) Writing for the Films. 

Second Edition. Pitman. 3s. 6d. net 

\ rather disappointing guide to writing for the 
films. As the author realises, a great many people are 
very keen on the subject and his work has been appre- 
ciated, but it never quite gets down to rock bottom in 
the matter of what to write about for the films and 
exactly how to present it to the studios. 


Grssons (John) My Own Queer Country. 
With drawings by John Lewis. Methuen, 
10s. 6d. net. 

A very entertaining comparison between England 

of today and England of the past. The author has a 

working knowledge of twenty-seven other countries, 

so he is entitled to have strong opinions of his own. 

On the whole he is fair to Great Britain and if he has a 

word of trenchant criticism in his pages here and there, 

no one is likely to dispute the fat that he is justified. 


Goopwin (Astley J. H.) Communication Has 
Been Established. Illus. Methuen. tos. 6d. 
net. 

An attempt to deal in a brief compass with the 
very big question of man’s establishment of communi- 
cation between different parts of the globe. It is in 
fact a history of the means of travel. Starting in pre- 
historic times the author traces the evolution of means 
of transport, from the sledge to the wheeled cart, 
including of course the domestication of certain 
animals, and the conquest of the elements. The maps 
and illustrations are most helpful and the work is written 
in a lucid style. 
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LAMPLOUGH RESTLIGHT 


RESTLIGHT is the LIGHT you 


need for your library. 


RESTLIGHT is glareless, prevents 
eye-strain and visual fatigue. 


RESTLIGHT is DAY COLOUR 


LIGHT. 


Details from 


RESTLIGHT LTD. 


16, DOUGHTY ST., LONDON, W.C.1 


GRENFELL (Russell) The Art of the Admiral. 
Diagrams. Faber. 12s. 6d. net. 

A lucid and nm ir sing exposition of the theory 
and practice of naval Strategy. The author has taken 
into account the historical side of the subjeé as well as 
the modern aspeéts. He deals fully with the changes 
which the advent of the aeroplane has brought aan. 
and he also has some interesting remarks on the 
psychology of modern warfare. 


Hatt (A. Neely) Craft Work-and-Play Things. 
A Handy Book for Beginners. With over 
three hundred photographs and workin 
drawings by the author. W. Laurie. 8s. 
net. 

A handy book of things to make and the materials 
and tools needed, designed for younger children. 
Although originally ublished in America this book 
contains far less specifically American matter than many 
others of its kind. 


Howarp (Colin) Cotswold Days. Illus. by 
Clifford Webb. Blackie. 8s. 6d. net. 

A slightly facetious and rather discursive account 
of a Stay the author made in the Cotswold country. It 
is all small beer, but Mr. Howard writes in an an.iable 
spirit, and the reader who perseveres with the t' iviaiities 
will acquire quite an affection for him. A picasantly 
undistinguished woodcut tops each chapter. 
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Hurcuison (Isobel Wylie) Stepping Stones 
From Alaska to Asia. Illus. Blackie. 


12s. 6d. net. 

This is the full story of the author’s botanical 
expedition on behalf of the British Museum to the 
remote Aleutian Islands in the Behring Sea. Through- 
out her trip the author received much help and en- 
couragement from the United States Coast Guards, 
and it is to them that the book is dedicated. It is illus- 
trated by some pleasant water colour sketches. The 
literature concerning this distri is very scanty and 
this is a welcome addition. 

Jectey (Harold) The Book of the Morris 
Minor and Morris Eight. Illus. Pitman. 


2s. 6d. net. 

Another volume in the popular little Pitman’s 
Motorists’ Library. It contains all the usual information 
-_ is indispensable to owners of Morris minors and 
eights. 

Korser (Lili) Adventures in the East. Lane. 
12s. 6d. net. 

The author is avowedly a partisan of China 
against Japan, and as such has rather a tendency to 
Stress faéts which uphold her theses. Nevertheless, in 
her account of her travels she throws much light on the 
spirit which is rampant in Japan and which has pro- 
voked her to attack China. She also reveals the spirit 
in which China will receive such aggression. An 
interesting epilogue gives some account of the Autono- 
mous Jewish Republic of Birobidjan. 

Krun (Frank O.), Carteron (R. H.) and 
CARPENTER (F. L.) Modern Life Chemistry. 
Edited by W. R. Teeters. Illus. Lippincort. 
8s. 6d. net. 

An American text book of chemistry which plunges 
into the complications of theoretical and applied 
chemistry at one leap. The authors and the editor — 
attempted to tell in one Story the history of chemistry, 
and also to give an outline of chemical theory and some 
indication of its applications in industry and every-day 
life. The result is that the book is a little lacking in 
order and method. 

Lewrrr (E. H.) Hydraulics, and the Mechanics 
of Fluids. Illus. Pitman. tos 6d. net. 

A carefully written and fully illustrated text-book, 
which covers the ground required for the B.Sc. 
(Eng.), Inst.C.E. and I.Mech.E. examinations in this 
subjeét. This is the fifth edition, the last being published 
two years ago. It has been fully revised and enlarged, 
taking into account the new theories of fluids whi 
have been evolved during the course of recent aero- 
nautical and other research. 

MATHER (Frank Jewett, Jr.) Venetian Painters. 
Illus. Allen & Unwin. 18s. net. 

A pleasant and fully illustrated account of the 
more important Venetian painters. The author has 
not attempted to deal with every Venetian painter, but 
has preferred to treat at greater length those whom he 
has chosen. Throughout he is sympathetic and 
interesting, and quite lacks the pontifical attitude 
adopted by many modern writers. His remarks on 
Titian seem particularly sound. 


Matson (G. J.) A Guide to Article Writing. 
Blackie. 43s. 6d. net. 

A praétical and helpful little work, which discusses 
every side of the subje&t. Young writers will find 
something new in these pages. 

Maurice (Sit Frederick) Haldane, 1856-1915. 
The Life of Viscount Haldane of Cloan, 
K.T., O.M. Illus. Faber. 18s. net. 

Haldane’s difficulty was always his inability to make 
himself understood, not only to the general public but 
also to his colleagues, who ought to have been able to 
understand him. Sir Frederick Maurice has done his 
subje& a great service in this book. He has managed to 
make comprehensible the various apparently con- 
tradi@tory sides of Haldane’s genius, and has produced 
a credible portrait of a really great man. 

May THE TwELFrH, Mass-OsservATION Day 
SuRVEYs, 1937, by over two hundred 
observers. Edited by Humphrey Jennings, 
Charles Madge and T. O. Beachcroft, Julian 
Blackburn, William Empson, Stuart Legg, 
Kathleen Raine. Faber. 12s. 6d. net. 

The Mass Observation movement has received 
the approbation of several scientists, including Julian 
Huxley. This is their first large publication. The notes 
of the observers have been carefully collated and arranged 
to form a homogeneous narrative and make fascinating 
reading. We are all curious to know what other people 
think, and how we appear to others ; in this book we 
get a clear pi€ture of ourselves as others see us, it may 
not be very pleasant, but it is very interesting. 
UniForms & Pusiic 

With Full Text of the Public Order A@ 
Jordan. 6d. net. 

A useful little handbook to one of the mo& 
discussed A&s of recent times. The full text of the 
Public Order Act is given and its implications are care- 
fully explained. 

(N.) Soviet Geography. The 
New Industrial and Economic Distributions 
of the U.S.S.R. Translated from the 
Russian by Natalie Rothenstein. With a 
Foreword by The Rt. Hon. Sir Halford }. 
Mackinder. With 38 maps. Methoen 
10s. 6d. net. 

The Soviet Government have done a great deal 
in developing their country ; new towns have sp 
up in new distriéts ; new industries have been started, 
and new lines of communication construéted. This 
second edition has been revised and brought 25 
date and contains much new matter since the publi 
tion of the first edition in 1935. 

Mitanes (Kit.) and CrurcksHank (A. 
Health and Beauty for Children. Blackie’s 
Sports Series. 2s. 6d. net. 

The latest addition to this series has turned from 
the cinematic representation of sports to the elucidation 
of suitable physical exercises for young folk. Teaches 


of ics as well as the pupils will profit from this 
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Moore (William and T. INGuts) (Edjtors) 
Best Australian One-A@ Plays. Australia, 
Angus & Robertson ; (London, Australian 


Book Co.) 6s. net. 
A very representative colle€tion of dramatic work 
namely one aé& plays, from 
g AuStralian dramatists. Mr. William 
Moons’ s introduétion is valuable. 


Morey (Dom Adrian) Bartholomew of Exeter, 
Bishop and Canonist. A Study in the 
Twelfth Century. C.U.P. 21s. net. 

This scholarly work is divided into two the 
mew of Exeter. He was one of the few Bishops to 
support Becket against King Henry II. and was fre- 
quently used by the Pope as his judge delegate. Much 
correspondence passed between them, some of which 
is here printed for the first time. The second part 
consists of the Latin text of the Penitential, a once 

work of guidance for priests; this is also 
printed for the first time. 


Powys (Littleton) The Joy of it. Illus. 


Chapman & Hall. 15s. net. 

of Fo member of the illustriously literary 
taken up his pen and fr mn 
avery pcan fal the It is an autobiography, and unlike 
his brother’s, John Cooper Powys’s, it is the story of 
a happy man. A unique family life and pleasant 
cdnallege at Sherborne, an interlude at Cambridge 
and elsewhere, and then back to Sherborne as a master. 

Such has been the useful life of a charming man. 


Roserton (G. H.) Insurance Companies’ 
Accounts. Pitman. tos. 6d. net. 

The accounts of insurance businesses need special 
treatment, and this book is designed for those who 
contemplate taking the examinations of the Chartered 
Insurance Institute. During the last decade various 
legislative measures have been taken which affe&, both 
direétly and indireétly, the preparation and presentation 
of such accounts. The author believes that his is the 
first book to take notice of them when dealing with the 
subje& of insurance accounts. 


Roserts (Stephen H.) The House That Hitler 
Built. znd edn. Methuen. 12s. 6d. net. 
Professor Roberts speaks with an authoritative 
voice, and his detailed account of the new Germany 
is most convincing. He is well known in Australia as 
a Student of modern affairs, and a recent extended tour 
in Germany has added to his equipment for this careful 
—_ 4 conditions, economic and general, under 


THompson (Edward) The Life of Charles, 


Lord Metcalfe. Illus. Faber. 21s. net. 

This excellent book throws much light on the 
real sp of our success as colonial administrators. 
Chatles Lord Metcalfe is a typical example of the 
English administrator ; he went out to India as he, 
sickly and unwilling, "and remained there to become 
the greatest ruler the country has known. Mr. 
Thompson brings out —_- the — features in 
his rather difficult charaéter, his ability, his sense of 


THE 


PUBLIC LIBRARY 


ITS HISTORY, ORGANIZATION AND 
FUNCTIONS 


BY 


Eric Leyland, F.L.A. 


This book is strongly recommended to Library 
Assistants studying for the Elementary Examinations 
of the Library Association and to all who wish to 
obtain a library post. It contains a fascinating 
account of the gradual growth and development of the 
libraries in this country and of the significant in- 
novations which are being made by progressive 
librarians to-day. In addition, those who administer 
small libraries attached to clubs, etc., will be greatly 
helped by the information on organization, cata- 
loguing and classification which it provides. 


Crown 8v0. 114 pages. 35. 6d. net. 


PITMAN, PARKER ST., KINGSWAY, W.C.2 


loyalty and duty, as well as his achievements. The 
work may be taken as authoritative, and Mr. Thompson 
is to be congratulated on a masterly study of a great 
man. 


THompson (Virginia) French Indo-China. 
Frontis. Allen & Unwin. 21s. net. 

The importance of French Indo-China in the 
Pacific will increase as the Far Eastern question becomes 
more urgent. Miss Thompson’s book therefore is 
timely. It deals carefully and lucidly with all the 

of the country, economic, historical and cultural, 
and should become a Standard work. 


Watunc (R. A. J.) The Green Hills of 
England. Illus. Blackie. 7s. 6d. net. 

author conduéts the reader on a pleasant tour 
of the hilly distri€ts of England; the Downs, the 
Cotswolds, the Malvern Hills, and the Shropshire Hills. 
He writes with ease and combines the usual guide-book 
information with sufficient personal observation and 
anecdote to make it palatable, ee 
obscure it. There are some fine illustrations from 


photographs. 


Woopwarp (Jocelyn M.) Perseus, a Study in 
Greek Art and Legend. Illus. C.U.P. 
10s. 6d. net. 
The author has taken the many versions of the 
legend of Perseus and the many representations of the 
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Story which are found in Greek art, and traced the 
development of the Greek attitude towards this one 
myth. She thereby throws a light on the whole of the 
Greek civilisation and their ways of thinking. There 
are numerous illustrations. 


FICTION. 


ALLAN (Luke) The Ghost Murder. 
7s. 6d. net. 

A desolate island, a mySterious and forbidding 
house on it, eleven people lured there by a bogus 
invitation, and a murder which any one of them might 
have committed; such are the main ingredients of 
this Story. The plot creaks a little and the telling is 
rather theatrical, but still it is not a bad yarn. 
Carciit (Leslie) Murder in the Procession. 

Jenkins. 7s. 6d. net. 

A topical thriller of more than average interest. 
In the midst of a ceremonial procession a distinguished 
general is shot dead. Suspicion shifts from person to 
person and the plot is well sustained to the end. 


Carr (Cameron) A New Face at the Door. 
Jenkins. 7s. 6d. net. 

A Story of the Repertory Theatre, and the extra- 
ordinary results of the introduétion of new blood into 
the caste. Don Howell is a genius and a law unto 
himself. He breaks hearts and leads the woman who 
loves him to make the supreme sacrifice. 

CLARKSON (Ormand) The River of Lost Men. 
Ward, Lock. 34s. 6d. net. 

Battle, murder and sudden death confront the 
brave man who ventures into the sinister distri& in the 
Wandering Mule Mountains, from whence men never 
returned. Flat Gun Durkee comes out triumphantly, 
however. 


Jenkins. 


CurrFrorD (Lilian) Mainly About Peter. 
Jenkins. 7s. 6d. net. 
Peter quite justifiably bore a ge against the 


woman he had loved and who jilted him on their 
wedding day. But this did not justify him turning 
murderer, even if his daughter had fallen in love with 
the woman’s son. A Story in which the long arm of 
coincidence is put out of joint but which is nevertheless 
quite gripping. 

Devon (John) A Long Week-End. Jenkins. 


7s. 6d. net. 

Lovely Diana, the popular novelist, is cleverly 
drawn. She lives in a large and lonely house with Ernest 
who resents being known “ as the husband of Mrs. So 
and So.” In the neighbourhood are some holiday 
bungalows, whose inhahieants come into close relations 
with Diana when a fire breaks out at the big house. 
Very entertaining reading ! 

Duncan (Francis) The League of Justice. 
Jenkins. 7s. 6d. net. 

Mr. Peter Justice versus Moretti and the Chica 
gangsters | Mr. Justice has some narrow escapes ami 
the crackle of the sub-machine guns, but he comes 


through all right in the end, to live and fight another 
day, we hope. 
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Epwarps (Norman) The Frightened Village, 
Jenkins. 7s. 6d. net. 

An unpleasant story about unpleasant people in an 
unpleasant place, doing ——_ things; maimi 
animals, smuggling dope, ucting young girls, a 
so on. For t who like this kind of thing. thi 
Illus, 


is certainly it. 
FarcGo (Lucile F.) Marian-Martha. 

Dorothea Warren. New York, Dodd Mead, 
$2.00. 


As a piéture of library work in America, treated 
in a fi€tional manner, this story has no rival. Every 
librarian should place it on his shelves, if only to give 
both assistants and readers a knowledge of what library 
work really entails and how important the career of 
the would-be librarian can become when earnestness 
and an intimate love of the profession are combined 
to ensure success. The two girls, Marian and Martha, 
who Start life from different angles obtain results in 
varying ways, and the narrative of their achievements 


is § entertainment. 
Frecp (Peter) Coyote Gulch. Ward, Lock. 


38. 6d. net. 

One WeStern is very much like another, indeed it 
is sometimes easier to tell them apart by their jackets 
than by their contents. This one has all the traditional 
ingredients about as well mixed as usual. 

Fow er (Sydney) Four Callers in Razor Street. 
Jenkins. 7s. 6d. net. 

Both Carol and her aunt, Miss Barman, confessed 
to the murder of Carol’s husband in his office in Razor 
Street. Who were they trying to shield and who were 
the other callers ? The reader is kept interested to the 
end of the book in solving these queStions. 

Fraser (Allan) Hansel Craig. Illus. by L. M. 
Dufty. Chambers. 7s. 6d. net. 

A pleasant account of sheep farming during the 
war on a farm near Kelso. Sheep and shepherds form 
the main interest of the book which proceeds at 4 
leisurely pace, but which eventually succeeds in com 


veying the peculiar charm of the country and the 

people. 

Gask (Arthur) The Night of the Storm 
Jenkins. 7s. 6d. net. 


Larose is called upon to play the part of a knight 
errant to the three beautiful young owners of a house 
in Essex. They are sus fed of being concerned with 
a murder and he is called in to clear them, which of 
course he does in due time, by his usual patient methods. 
InNEs (Hammond) Air Disaster. Jenkins. 

7s. 6d. net. 

Sabotage among the Dermidge Comets, wonderful 
new secret aeroplanes, causes mysterious crashes in 
mid-ocean. But Crime-Reporter Peter Deveril refuses 
to be phased by dope smugglers, fires, fights, and 
sudden death, and he brings he malefaétors to book. 


Jepson (Edgar) Barradine Deteéts. Jenkins. 
7s. 6d. net. 

The Earl of Barradine and S catries on 

an up-to-date Detective Agency as a hobby. 
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In the course of his investigations he runs counter to 
a charming young lady, Mary Fearn, who has set 
herself out to recover, by fair means or foul (usually 
the latter) large sums of money of which her 
father has been mulcted by shady company promoters, 
and so forth. Romance Stalks side by side with the 
most astonishing criminal adventures. 


Kamm (Josephine) All Quiet at Home. 
Longmans, Green. 35. 6d. net. 

A thoroughly domestic Story in which the many 
tribulations of a woman, whose husband appears to 
be unseeing, but is not, are well brought out. Love 
and worry alternate in these pages. 

Lane (Jane) Sir Devil-May-Care. Methuen. 
8s. 6d. net. 

A long historical romance of the cloak-and-sword 
variety. A prose portrait of the English counterpart 
of Hals’s “‘ Laughing Cavalier.” The hero fought in 
two civil wars, went buccaneering with Prince Rupert, 
turned highwayman, fought a duel or two, and so on 
for over 500 pages. If you like this sort of thing here 
it is in bulk. 

Linpsay (Kathleen) The Glorious Masquerade. 
Jenkins. 7s. 6d. net. 

A Story of mistaken identity, in which a mouse- 
like schoolmistress, called Frances, blossoms forth 
into the replica of a glamorous film-Star, Venetia 
Grosvenor. Even Venetia’s husband, a famous airman- 
explorer, who crashed in the Himalayas and remained 
a prisoner in Kurdistan for five years, accepts Frances 
as his wife. Jewel thieves complicate the plot, which 
takes a great deal of disentangling. 

Locxwoop (Vere) Triangle East.- Jenkins. 
7s. 6d. net. 

Jean is engaged to Robert Wade, Captain in the 
Palestine Patrol, with whom duty comes first. When 
Robert’s attraétive brother, Dick, comes on the scene, 
sparks are struck which kindle a fire of passion. A 
truly adventurous love story. 


LumspeN (Alec) The Detector. Blackie. 


38. 6d. net. 

Flying-Officer George Wallett ran into a series of 
mysterious accidents and adventures. Were they just 
coincidences or was the strange scientific instrument 
which he had acquired in such curious circumstances 
anything to do with it ? These are some of the questions 
which are posed and solved in this exciting thriller. 


Ricwarps (Stella) Flaming Dawn. Jenkins. 
7s. 6d. net. 

The eternal triangle in a new guise. Claudia 
Lambert vies with Mia Mia, a native girl, for the 
affe&tion of Leon Harpenden, when by a Strange stroke 
of fate the three find themselves on a small island in 
the South Seas. In the end the white girl wins. 
Spricc (C. St. John) Six Queer Things. 

Jenkins. 7s. 6d. net. 

A melancholy interest is attached to this well- 
written myStery Story, owing to the death of the author 
fighting for the Spanish Government. Michael Crispin 


was an amazing ity as Marjorie found out when 
she was by him as a research worker, without 


any previous experience. But she was little p 

for the web of intrigue into which this un job 

led her. 

Srarr (Richard) All the To-Morrows. Jen- 
kins. 7s. 6d. net. 

The man who leads a double life, kind and 
bountiful at home, ruthless and unscrupulous in the 
City or elsewhere, is a popular figure in fi€tion. Jim 
Carter found his uncle’s fortune gone in mySterious 
circumstances, only to find that the man responsible 
was the father of the girl he loved. 


THomson (A. A.) Reggie Goes Rural. Jenkins. 
7s. 6d. net. 

Readers who remember “‘ The Records of Reggie ”’ 
will welcome the return of the egregious Mr. Pippin- 
top. This time he is helping his friend Gilbert to fulfil 
a pledge to live in the country for six months. Adven- 
tures and misfortunes crowd in upon them and their 
antics are related with the author’s usual good humour. 


Vickers (Roy) The Girl in the News. Jenkins. 


7s. 6d. net. 

Nurse Tessie Mersand is conviéted of murder 
but gets her discharge. When, however, she becomes 
involved in a second case on very similar lines, things 
look black indeed. But Jim Watkins of the Daily 
Record has faith in her innocence and sets to work to 
prove it. 

Wesrersy (Robert) Wide Boys Never Work. 
Barker. 7s. 6d. net. 

It is hard to find a solution to the problem set in 
this clever, sordid novel. Jim Bankley is definitely a 
no-good. He is the nearest grade to a criminal. He 
will not work and he makes money by dishonest means. 
In short, he belongs to the English underworld and, 
dog-racing having once started him on the road to ruin, 
he can never return wholly to the straight path. A book 
that should set a moral ; but will it ? 


WuirnamM (G. I.) The General’s Diary. 
Blackie. 7s. 6d. net. 

Several people had reasons of their own for want- 
ing to get hold of General Draycott’s diary. When he 
died it was given into the care of his mother, and she 
had quite a time keeping it safe from the depredations 
of the various parties who were anxious to have a look 
at it. However, with the help of some young friends 
she manages to do so, and hands it over safe and sound 
to the General’s brothers. A pleasant and unpreten- 
tious yarn. 

Wicxinc (G. W.) The Glory Box Mystery. 
Australia, Angus & Robertson; (London, 
Australian Book Co.). 4s. 6d. net. 

This story does not take long getting under way, 
and once it has done so it does not stop. The first 
murder occurs on page two, and there are others, but 
it all comes right in the end. The aétion takes place 
for the most part in a big Australian department Store. 
Witson (Alexander) Mr. Justice. Jenkins, 


7s. 6d. net. 
Major Wilson has turned from Sir Leonard 
Wallace and the Secret Service to what Edgar Wallace 
did with the “ Three Just Men” and very much what 
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Daphne Wrayne and her adjustors do. But neverthe- 
less Mr. Justice has original twists and is not a bad yarn. 


Winstowe (John R.) War Horse Range. 
Ward, Lock. 3s. 6d. net. 

Things look black for Bill Tamerlane when 
Boulette, a Forest Ranger, is killed, for Bill is known 
to have a grudge against the Rangers after they shot 
over a hundred of his geldings. But Bill comes of 
fighting Stock and with the aid of his men he lays bare 

he dastardly plots which his enemies have hatched 
him 


JUVENILE. 


Dean (Mabel) Miss Milligan Comes Out. 
Illus. by Mary Stella Edwards. Lutterworth. 
4s. 6d. net. 

A Story for children based on cards. Patience 
watches her Aunt Betty play the game called Miss 
Milligan, and all kinds of to things happen when 
the Court Cards come to 
Merson (A. J.) Youth at the Helm. With a 

frontispiece by A. C. Dann and drawings 
by Winifred Townshend. Longmans, 
Green. 2s. 6d. net. 

Mark Twain, W. H. Hudson, Thomas Hughes, 
“ Q,” Ian Hay, and others are the contributors to this 
bright colleé&tion of Stories about boys, for boys. 
There are twelve ‘in all. 


Savery (Constance) Danny and the Alabaster 
Box. A Missionary Story for Children. 
Frontis. Pickering. 9d. net. 

No. 17 of the Dewd Series. A tale about a 
small boy and a missionary in which morals are 
well and truly pointed. 

Stape (Gurney) Captain Quid. 
Reginald Mills. Warne. 6s. net. 

Cricket leads to a sea-trip to Singapore, and Tor 
meets the most fascinatin 
A Story that will rejoice 
old readers. 

Van Hicurtum (Ninke) Afke’s Ten. Told from 
the Dutch by Marie Kiersted Pidgeon. 
Illus. by Hilda Van Stockum. Muller. 
5S. net. 

English children will en —_ these vivid tales of a 
few happy-go-lucky Dutch fone as much as those 
for whom it was originally intended. The publisher 
is to be praised for making the rather daring attempt 
to introduce from the Continent a juvenile book which 
in its own setting has become a classic. 


Messrs. WARNE & Co. have issued a number 
of excellent Juveniles, of which Captain Quid 
is one. A ‘review of it appears in this 
column. In the same style they have produced 
Vice Admiral Gordon Campbell’s Witch of the 
Wave. His knowledge of Chinese waters, and 


Illus. by 
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the pirates who infest them, provide an excel- 
lent adventure story. Two girls’ stories which 
will be very popular are A World Within a 
School, by Lucy Kinloch, and Left Till Called 
For, by Ella Monckton. These both have a 
college and school interest. The coloured 
wrappers and coloured frontispieces are very 
attractive. Four new titles appear in The 
Treasure Library series, two for boys and two 
for girls. The former deal with adventures in 
the air, and are—The Flight of the Scarlet Eagle, 
by Capt. Michael Cely, and Desert Hawk, by 
Alan WeStern. The girls’ Stories are The is? 
Mystery, by Mary Gervaise, which deals wit 
the adventures of Nepeta on the mystery island, 
Nonpareil; and The Gay Adventure, by Irene 
Mossop, being the adventures of the Gayes 
family in a country cottage. 


PUBLICATIONS RECEIVED. 


BOOKS AND FILMS, Oétober, 1937.—FICTION 
December, 1937.—THE LIBRARY JOURNAL, 
Oé€tober 15th, November 1st, 1937.—-THE LIBRAR- 
IAN, November, 1937.—MORE BOOKS, Bulletin 
of the Boston Public Library, November, 1937.—ST. 
LOUIS Public Library Monthly Bulletin, September- 
Oé€tober, 1937. 


Association of 
9 
Children’s Librarians 
An Association of Children’s Librarians has 
been formed and a well-attended inaugural 
meeting was held on November 24th, 1937, 
at Chaucer House, Malet Place, London, when 
the following officers were eleéted :—Chair- 
man, Miss Ethel G. Hayler, A.L.A. (Croydon) ; 
Secretary, Miss E. H. Colwell, F.L.A. (Hen- 
don). The Committee, which consists of 
Miss G. Johnson (Camberwell), Miss M. B. 
Jones (St. Pancras), Miss Southerden 
(Croydon) and Miss C. Stern (Paddington), is 
to meet early in January to receive the sugges- 
tions of members and devise plans for the 
future. Membership to the Association will 
be open to all who are interested in work with 
children and meetings at regular intervals of 
two months are to be arranged—the next to 
be at the end of January. Prospective mem- 
bers are invited to write to: Miss E. H. 
Colwell, Central Public Library, The 
Burroughs, Hendon, N.W.4. 
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LIBRARIANS’ BOOKS 


MALLETT’S INDEX OF ARTISTS 
By DANIEL TROWBRIDGE MALLETT 


Including the Artists of all Countries, and both past and present painters, sculptors, engravers, 

etchers, illustrators. 

In one alphabet are the names of the artists of all nations from earliest times to the featured 

names of to-day’s exhibits, 28,000 artists, thousands of our own day. 

Mallett’; is the first comprehensive index of artists and is particularly useful on con 

names. The author has had the co-operation of museums and dealers in bringing 

the available facts. 

Maliett’s Index belongs on the desks of museums, reference libraries, art schools, auction rooms, 
alleries and collectors 

MALEETT-S means minctes rather then hours when facte on artists desived. 

Over 28,000 names, 640 pages. 60/- net 


PERIODICALS DIRECTORY, 1935 


REVISED AND ENLARGED EDITION. 
A CLASSIFIED GUIDE TO A SELECTED LIST OF CURRENT PERIODICALS, 
FOREIGN AND DOMESTIC TO THE UNITED STATES. 
BY 
CAROLYN F. ULRICH 

Carer, Psriopicats Division, New York Pusiic Lisrary. 
This Directory is planned for those interested in business and industry as well as for librarians 
of all types and sizes of libraries, not only as a tool for reference but also as an aid in the selection 
of titles for purchase. its eight thousand selected 
titles represent the periodicals published in the United States and abroad, soitcdent Wek at 
France and Germany, which have been found most useful in American collections. 


THE BOOKMAN’S MANUAL 
By BESSIE GRAHAM 
Fourts Epirtion. 
ture on a plan which, in three earlier editions, has proved its peculiar value 
buyers of books. 


an introduction to book knowledge with discussions of editions and their makers. It covers 

g and brings it to date. Authors are listed alphabetically within each 
field of literature—fiction, poetry, drama, essa etc. British, Russian, French and other Con- 
tinental authors are included. All the books of each author are listed in chronological order 
date of publication. Publisher and price are given. 


By BESSIE GRAHAM 

A handbook of information, revised and enlarged by Jessie H. Murray, with discussion and 
of the titles that won each such award. Ninety-six pages, with index to titles, bound in 
size 5} by 8}. 6/6 net 


Sole Agents in ths British Empire and Europe for the books of the R. R, Bowher Co., New York. 


J. WHITAKER SONS LTD. 
12 WARWICK LANE, E.C.4. 
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CHIVERS’ 
JUVENILE 
CATALOGUE 


containing 


Latest 1937 titles. 
Story Books for Boys and Girls. 
Animal Stories. 


Books of General Interest. 


Books for Young Children. 
Latest titles in the “WONDER BOOK ” Series. 


Every one of these titles can be supplied 
in the well-known 
CHIVERS’ FACSIMILE BINDING 
Reproducing the attractive Designs 
used by the Publishers. 
WRITE FOR A COPY AT ONCE AND SEE HOW 


YOU CAN BRIGHTEN AND ADD INTEREST TO 
YOUR JUVENILE LIBRARY. 


CEDRIC CHIVERS LIMITED 
Bookbinders & Booksellers 
PORTWAY, BATH 


- Printed by Faawx Jucezs Lrv., 8 & 9 St. Mary’s Row, Birmingham 4 ; 
and Published for the Proprietors by Gaarrow & Co., 31 Great Russell Street, London, W.C.1 
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